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27 March 2012

Representative Joseph M. Souki, Chair
Committee on Transportation
Twenty-Sixth Legislature

Re: Resolution HR 112, Holo Holo Koloa Scenic Byway

Aloha kaua e Chair Souki,

The southshore of Kaua’i is comprised of five ahupua’a, Mãha’ulepu, Pa’a, Weliweli,
Koloa and Lawa’i. This region is steeped in the history of Hawai’i’s socio-economic
past. The area has significant archaeological, cultural, natural, recreational and
scenic sites.

Kaua’i’s southshore is a preeminent visitor destination in Hawai’i. It is Kauai’s best.
The region is the largest employer. The southshore has the largest room inventory,
enjoys the highest average visitor occupancy and the highest average paid room
rates. It generates the most taxes on Kaua’i. Ala Kalanikaumaka and Ala Kinoiki are
two bypass roads around lColoa Town taking residents and visitors directly to the
coast and resorts.

In March of 2011, Koloa was presented with an opportunity to tell the story of its
history, showcase its archaeology, honor the host culture and instill pride in the
community. We were given the opportunity of an economic stimulant utilizing
resources, many of which have been here for time immemorial.

The late Dr. George Kanahele related to me a Roman adage a number of years ago.
He told me, “luck is where the crossroads of preparation and opportunity meet”.

Fortune, history, archaeology, culture, impressive scenic and natural beauty along
with a top-grade visitor infrastructure has prepared Kaua’i for an opportunity like
the fob Holo KOloa Scenic Byway.

Luck was provided Kaua’i by the Hawai’i bepartment of Transportaton’s Scenic
Byway Program

When informed of the scenic byway program, the Koloa community galvanized and
formed a Corridor Management Team (CMP) with members from a comprehensive
cross-section of the community. The County’of Kaua’i and the Kaua’i Legislative
Delegation provide unstinting support and continuous encouragement to our
community to pursue this opportunity.
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In December, 2011, Holo Holo Koloa Scenic Byway received a State scenic byway
designation, Kaua’i’s first, and the fourth in the State.

With the help and knowledge of members of our CMP and our planning consultant
we will use all historical and archaeological resources and continue to work towards
a national scenic byway designation.

Malama KOloa and its sponsoring partner, the Po’ipu Beach Resort Association sees
the opportunity to strengthen our community with the potential economic stimulant
this program provides.

We humbly ask yours and the committee’s kOkua in supporting Resolution HR 112.
It will provide continued initiative and encouragement to this grass roots effort to
bring pride to our community and continuous wealth to its residents.

Mahalo no kou kokua,

Ted Kawahinehelelani Blake
Executive Director
Malama KOloa

fob fob Koloa Scenic Byway
Lead Sponsor

Attachments: Historic Hawaii Foundation Preservation Commendation
Hawai’i Senate Certificate of Congratulations
Corridor Management, Plan Team


